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CANADA’S MOST FAMOUS EXAMPLE 



HOW CAN THAT HAPPEN WHEN BASS 
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ANGLING DURING THE NESTING SEASON 
REDUCES REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS
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DOESN’T THE CLOSED BASS SEASON PROTECT THE 
MALE BASS FROM ANGLING?

 



DOESN’T THE CLOSED BASS SEASON PROTECT THE 
MALE BASS FROM ANGLING?

ABSOLUTELY NOT!  
 



HOW EXTENSIVE IS ANGLING FOR NESTING BASS?



SNORKEL SURVEYS TO ASSESS ANGLING 
PRESSURE, REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS,  AND 

RECRUITMENT S INCE 1990 
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CONCLUSION:
ANGLING NESTING BASS (EVEN C/R) HAS 
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CONCLUSION:
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CREATED RECRUITMENT OVERFISHING 

SKEPTICS?
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ANGLING NESTING MALES

DECREASES REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS

PRODUCES WEAK YEAR CLASSES

RESULTS IN FEWER ADULTS
[AND SMALLER ONES]



WHEN DOES A BASS POPULATION REACH A TIPPING POINT?



ANGLING NESTING MALES

DECREASES REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS

PRODUCES WEAK YEAR CLASSES

RESULTS IN FEWER ADULTS

HOW DO WE REVERSE THOSE TRENDS?

[…AND SMALLER ONES]



CREATE BASS SPAWNING SANCTUARIES (BaSSs)



Ba SS  S ITES  FOR L AK E O PIN IC ON
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Recruitment Overfishing is a Regional Issue



Relative Year Class Strength
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Recruitment Overfishing is a Regional Issue

LOTS OF LOCAL INTEREST
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Lakes in the CIFC
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BASELINE DATA

Recruitment Assessment

BaSS Site Maps

Aggression Testing

Scales for Age and Growth



Potential BaSS Sites in Upper Rideau



PROOF OF 
CONCEPT
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BaSS IMPLEMENTATION
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PROPOSAL TO OMNR



STEPS TO IMPLEMENTATION

Gain Ministry Support   (Meeting on 7/7)

Public Comment Process

Stakeholder Support   (OFAH, Anglers, WC)  

Public Education Campaign



Q U ES T I O N S ?

www.fishconserve.org
dphilipp@fishconserve.org

http://www.fishconserve.org/
mailto:jclaussen@fishconserve.org


PRESENTATION OBJECTIVES

• EXPLAIN THE PROBLEM

• DESCRIBE OUR PROPOSED SOLUTION

• REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE CURRENT STUDY

• PRESENT OUR PROPROSED FUTURE STUDY

• OUTLINE THE NEXT STEPS



CANADA’S MOST FAMOUS EXAMPLE 
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HOW DO BASS GROW?
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Coalition for Innovative Fisheries Conservation
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Moving from Proof of Concept to Beta Testing
The Coalition for Innovative Fisheries Conservation (CIFC):

A partnership of different stakeholders dedicated to advancing long-term conservation 
of the fisheries in the lakes of southeastern Ontario.

Supporting institutions CLA, OPOC together with the Fisheries Conservation Foundation
and Carleton University as implementing institutions are joining with other Lake 
Associations, related NGOs, Angler Groups

Current Total = 17 Lakes/Lake Groups

Need for each new lake:
 Collect Baseline data (aggression, size structure, age at maturation, growth rates)
 Recruitment data (for 2024 year class)
 Designate Proposed BaSS sites

 Hurdles:
1. Convincing the OMNRF of the long-term problem brewing (OMNR Meeting = 7/7); 
2. Moving through the process of public comment/special regulation changes;
3. Bringing certain stakeholder groups into the partnership (OFAH Meeting = 7/?);
4. Delivering a convincing narrative to the various groups that need to hear it.  
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