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Fish landings in tons

CANADA’'S MOST FAMOUS EXAMPLE
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BASS LIFE HISTORY STAGES
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BASS REPRODUCTION IN LAKE OPINICON
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CREATE BASS SPAWNING SANCTUARIES (BaSSs)




BaSS SITES FOR LAKE OPINICON
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Spawning/Parental Care Timelines
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Recruitment Overfishing is a Regional Issue
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Relative Year Class Strength
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l COALITION FOR INNOVATIVE FISHERIES CONSERVATION
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Lakes in the CIFC
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Aggression Testing

Scales for Age and Growth

Recruitment Assessment

BaSS Sife Maps
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Potential BaSS Sites in Upper Rideau
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4%  STEPS TO IMPLEMENTATION

Gain Ministry Support (Meeting on 7/7)
Stakeholder Support (OFAH, Anglers, WC)
Public Comment Process

Public Education Campaign
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Fish landings in tons
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Local angler knowledge reveals declines in fishing quality for Black Bass in lakes
of eastern Ontario

Joel Zhang!”, David P. Philipp?3, Julie E. Claussen?3, Cory D. Suski*, Vivian M. Nguyen!,
Nathan Young®, Luc LaRochelle!, Justin W. Lombardo*, Steven J. Cooke!
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ANGLING and RECRUITMENT?

N =WITHOUT ANGLING
A = WITH ANGLING
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Coalition for Innovative Fisheries Conservation
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Moving from Proof of Concept to Beta Testing

The Coalition for Innovative Fisheries Conservation (CIFC):

A partnership of different stakeholders dedicated to advancing long-term conservation
of the fisheries in the lakes of southeastern Ontario.

Supporting institutions CLA, OPOC together with the Fisheries Conservation Foundation
and Carleton University as implementing institutions are joining with other Lake
Associations, related NGOs, Angler Groups

Current Total = 17 Lakes/Lake Groups

Need for each new lake:
Collect Baseline data (aggression, size structure, age at maturation, growth rates)
Recruitment data (for 2024 year class)
Designate Proposed BaSS sites

Hurdles:
Convincing the OMNRF of the long-term problem brewing (OMNR Meeting =7/7);
Moving through the process of public comment/special regulation changes;
Bringing certain stakeholder groups into the partnership (OFAH Meeting = 7/7?);
Delivering a convincing narrative to the various groups that need to hear it.
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